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The orphanage building,  
a gift from Františka Andrássyová
Today Exposition of nature of the Slovak Karst and 
adjacent areas, in the past a shelter for newborn 
unwanted children and orphans. The building was 
built by Františka Andrássyová, whose charity 
is commemorated by a commemorative plaque made 
of white marble with Františka’s portrait relief.

The building of the Roman Catholic Premonstratensian 
grammar school (currently the P. J. Šafárik Grammar 
School) is located in the grounds of the Cathedral Church 
of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary. Its creation 
was initiated by the need to expand the original 
Roman Catholic grammar school - a seminar whose 

premises were no longer 
sufficient for teaching. 
This four-storey building 
was made possible 
thanks to sponsorship 
contributions, especially 
from Dionysus and Gejz 
Andrássy. 

Roman Catholic Premonstratensian 
Grammar School, 1905 - 1906

Dr. Kos - Schopper Hospital 
(Old Hospital), 1937

The hospital was 
established on the basis 
of a will of Mrs. Alojzia 
Mihalovitsová, widow 
of MUDr. Karol Kós, 
and significant financial 
support from Bishop Juraj 
Schopper. After completion 

in 1887, it had a private character. It became a public 
hospital in 1901. A typical chapel with a bell tower at the 
top of the gable is typical of the building. Today, this late 
classicist building with a neo-Gothic chapel serves the 
needs of higher education.

Historical 
monuments 
of Rožňava

Reformed Church, 1904 - 1905
The youngest of the Rožňava 
churches is one of the most 
beautiful Calvinist churches 
in Slovakia. The facade of the church 
is lined with red polished brick, 
on the northeast side of the church 
is situated a tower inspired by neo-
Gothic. Many townspeople as well 
as Dionýz Andrássy contributed 
to the construction of the church. 
The church, like other Reformed 
churches, has no altar, but only 
a pulpit of simple shapes with a canopy. The church bell 
is 13 tons. It was cast by the wife of the pastor Antala 
Nagy in memory of her husband and son.

Mining Museum, 1905 - 1908
This Art Nouveau building was built as a gift from 
Dionysus Andrássy to the town of Rožňava in the 
years 1905 - 1908. Since its inception, the building 
has served as a Municipal Museum. Today, the Sentinel 
Adventure Center is in the building with permanent 
exhibitions Gemera Mining and Metallurgy, Steam Time 
in the Mining Museum, Mining Workplaces. Mining 
mechanisms and a mining railway are located in the 
courtyard.



Rím.kat. grammar school - seminar, 
1778

The Calvary in Rožňava 
- with its Baroque 
top chapel the oldest 
monument of its kind 
in the whole territory of 
Gemer - was built on the 
initiative of the Jesuits. 
The first building was 

Baroque and had seven stop chapels and the top Church 
of the Sorrowful Mother with a bell tower and a brick 
fence. In the 1930s, 14 new stops with colorful majolica 
reliefs were built, while the original chapels, which were 
already in a very poor condition, completely disappeared. 
Today there are 12 stops, 2 were demolished during the 
construction of the observatory.

Rožňava and its  
historical monuments 

in the sequence of time

Calvary, 1741

The Baroque-Classicist 
building of the former 
Roman Catholic grammar 
school was built in 1778 
next to the cathedral. 
Later it was also a Catholic 
seminary. After 1945, 

premises were added on the east side and the building 
was converted into a children’s hospital. In front 
of the building is a bust of Štefan Szabó, a former 
professor of Roman Catholic grammar school.

Evangelical Church, 1783 - 1786
The construction of the 
Evangelical Church was 
permitted by a tolerance 
patent of King Joseph II. 
in 1783. The Evangelicals 
were able to build a brick 
church, which, however, 
had to be located outside 
the city center in an 

enclosed space without direct access from the street, 
could not be clearly visible in the silhouette of the 
city and could not have bells or a tower. Despite the 
limitations, this Lutheran church became one of the 
dominants of the city without a tower. Today it is one 
of the most valuable cultural monuments of Gemer and 
is one of the most important churches of the Evangelical 
Church in Slovakia. In the magnificent space of the 
church, the builder Mayer managed to achieve excellent 
acoustics, which can be fully utilized by a historical 
organ. The organ from 1785 by master Ján Gertner is one 
of the most valuable monuments of its kind in Gemer.

The Rožňava Evangelical 
Grammar School was 
a school with a high 
teaching level, about 
which a good reputation 
spread throughout 
Hungary. The purpose-
built building of the 
grammar school was 

built in 1819. The grammar school is part of the premises 
of the Evangelical Church and was one of the oldest 
in Gemer. Many important personalities of the Slovak 
nation studied there, e.g. also Samo Chalupka, Pavol 
Dobšinský, Pavol Jozef Šafárik, Juraj Hronec or Július 
Botto, but also many others. On both sides of the 
entrance we find memorial plaques with the names 
of important grammar school graduates.

Evangelical Grammar School, 1819

In the past, this 
Renaissance two-storey 
building had a very 
important mission. 
In the period between 
1414-1546 the mining 
chamber was residing 
here, in the years 
1546-1866 the mining court and later, in the years 
1706-1707, the Rákoczi mint was located here. In those 
times from November 26, 1706, Francis II  Rákoczi 
himself lived in it.. Below the building there are extensive 
cellars connected to the former shafts and tunnels under 
the square.

Mining Chamber, 15th century 

Leather Manufactory, 1782
The building of the former leather manufactory is an 
important monument to the 
manufacturing period 
of industry in Rožňava. Mark’s 
manufactory was one of the 
most prosperous factories 
in Hungary. The process 
of leather processing at 
that time is illustrated by reliefs above some windows 
of the building. After the final liquidation of the factory 
in 1925, the building served various purposes. In the 
years 1973-1977, it was handed over to the Mining 
Museum in Rožňava, which still has its headquarters 
and historical exposition in the building.


